
 

Dear WTMC Colleagues, 

 

In early April, the institution that will advise on the renewed admission 

(Vervolgerkenning) of WTMC—ECOS (KNAW)—invited four PhD students and two 

post-docs to talk about the history and future of WTMC.  Unlike the chairs and directors 

of many other research schools, the chair of the WTMC board and I did not have to come 

to Amsterdam, since, as ECOS declared, the information provided for by WTMC had 

been sufficiently clear. I would like to thank Arie Rip and Marjatta Kemppainen for 

producing this clarity.  We expect news on the Vervolgerkenning in July. 

 

Since January, Nelly Oudshoorn is the new chair of the WTMC board. Other board 

members are Eddy Houwaart (VU), Ruud Smits (UU), Tjalling Swierstra (UT), Rein Vos 

(UM), Veronique Timmermans (AWT), Mieke van Hemert (PhD, UT), and Maud 

Radstake (PhD, UM). There is still one vacancy (for the participating institutions), which 

we hope the fill in as soon as possible. Els Rommes, one of our two program 

coordinators, advises the board on school issues.  

 

The program committee (Opleidingscommissie) has been renewed as well. Members 

continuing their participation are Roland Bal (EUR) and Jacqueline Broerse (VU). New 

members are Harro van Lente (UU), Boelie Elzen (UT), Stefan Verhaegh (PhD, UT) and 

Niki Vermeulen (PhD, UM). Welcome! 

 

The WTMC annual meeting has been scheduled for November 15-17 and will be 

combined with the activities arranged for the award of the Erasmus Prize to Steven 

Shapin and Simon Schaffer. These activities are a ‘co-production’ of the Praemium 

Erasmianum Foundation, the post-graduate research school Huizinga, WTMC and the 

science museum Nemo. Here is the program: 

 In the late afternoon and evening of Tuesday, November 15 (Nemo, 

Amsterdam) Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer will open a public debate on the 

following issue: The Predicament of Trust in Experts and Knowledge Institutions: Who 

has the Authority to Speak? How to Develop Good Models of Education and Training in 

Science? These questions will be discussed with invited representatives of science and 

science policy, as well as with the wider audience. All WTMC members are welcome to 

contribute to the discussion! 

 Wednesday, November 16 has two, parallel programs. The first is a Master 

Class (Bungehuis, Amsterdam) by Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer on Creating 

Matters of Fact for selected PhD students (from WTMC and Huizinga) and research 

master students. All relevant students have received a call for sending letters of interest. 

More information on this exciting master class can be retrieved from the WTMC website 

(http://www.wtmc.net). This information has also been added as appendix to this 



newsletter. The second event on November 16 will be the actual WTMC meeting (Felix 

Meritis, Amsterdam). This meeting will be entirely devoted to the discussion of recently 

published books by WTMC staff members. A detailed program will be provided for as 

soon as possible. On Wednesday night we’ll have the WTMC dinner. For WTMC 

members not living in or close to Amsterdam, we have reserved the Rho hotel in the 

center of Amsterdam (for the night between Wednesday, November 16 and Thursday, 

November 17).   

  On Thursday, November 17 (Trippenhuis, Amsterdam) we have scheduled a 

one-day conference with pre-circulated papers on How Science makes Sense: The 

Transformation of Local Claims into Universal Facts. Presenters will be Simon Schaffer, 

Steven Shapin,  Lisa Roberts (pending),  Gemma Blok, Klaas van Berkel and Karin 

Bijsterveld. The conference will be chaired by Gerard de Vries. Several WTMC members 

will be asked to prepare for a short comment. All others are invited to attend this 

conference. The schedule for this one-day conference, as well as titles and abstracts, will 

be published as soon as possible on the Huizinga website: 

http://cf.hum.uva.nl/~huizinga/opzet/index_ie.htm. The appendix added to this newsletter 

includes the provisional program and schedule.    

 

The WTMC website has been adjusted to the recent developments within WTMC. We 

have opened the possibility to announce vacancies (for PhD positions, post docs et cetera) 

on the website as an addition to the announcements of vacancies through the WTMC 

listserver. By doing so, we hope to enlarge the amount of applications and thus to 

enhance the quality of selection.  

 

The following WTMC issues are currently under discussion by the WTMC board: 

• the relation between the WTMC teaching program and the research masters 

(discussed on the basis of the notitie STS-Boulevard: De WTMC-opleiding in een 

wereld van (research)masters) 

• the measures to be taken to improve the ‘output’ of WTMC (in terms of the 

dissertations and the amount of years needed to finish dissertations);  

• the research program of WTMC, including plans for a grant proposal on the 

internationalization of WTMC 

In the months to come, I’ll contact the WTMC-contactpersons on several of these issues. 

As soon as our policies are clear, I’ll inform the other WTMC members.   

 

There is an amount of 10,000 euro annually available for workshops and conferences 

on key WTMC themes. Please contact me on ideas for such themes. The board will soon 

discuss the use of this research-money in relation with the research program of WTMC.   

     

Last but not least, I am pleased to announce that the January workshop has been 

positively evaluated by the PhDs-students, that the May workshop will take place this 

week and that the Summerschool with Tom Misa will be attended by many of our PhD 

students. WTMC had now 38 PhD’s, with 29 in the first phase. They have been, and still 

are, the backbone of WTMC. 

 

Best wishes, Karin Bijsterveld 



Master Class Steven Shapin & Simon Schaffer: Creating Matters of 

Fact 
Amsterdam, Wednesday November 16, 2005 

Call for letters of interest 

 

On November 16, 2005, Steven Shapin (Harvard University) and Simon Schaffer 

(University of Cambridge) will give a masterclass for twenty PhD students, recently 

graduated PhD’s and researchmaster students. This masterclass has been planned on the 

occasion of the award of the prestigious Erasmus Prize 2005 to Shapin and Schaffer. 

Organizers are the Praemium Erasmianum Foundation, the graduate research school 

WTMC and the graduate research school Huizinga.  

 The theme of the masterclass is the process of producing matters of fact, a 

recurring issue in the work of Shapin and Schaffer. In their influential book Leviathan 

and the Air-Pump. Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life (1985) and later studies, 

Shapin and Schaffer  have made clear that matters of fact are never self-evident and need 

‘work’ to be established. Such work involved—and still involves—the institutionalization 

of experimental practice, the identification of useful scientific instruments, and the 

acceptance of particular styles and techniques of reporting, displaying and debating. By 

focusing on such processes, Shapin and Schaffer transformed their history of science and 

ideas into a sociology of scientific knowledge. This masterclass invites students involved 

in the (early and recent) history of science and technology to do the same. The 

masterclass will provide ample room to listen to and discuss the suggestions of the 

‘masters’ as well as to meet them informally.     

  Those who are interested to participate in this masterclass should send us a one-

page letter of interest that shows how their particular research project might contribute to 

insights in the (changing) production of matters of fact. Please send your letter to Karin 

Bijsterveld ( k.bijsterveld@tss.unimaas.nl) before June 1, 2005. A selection committee 

will decide upon the admissions to the masterclass before July 1. The masterclass is 

without fee. After July1, selected students will receive additional information on the 

exact location and schedule for the masterclass.  

 

  

      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



Preliminary conference announcement  

 

 

How Science Makes Sense 
 

The Transformation of Local Claims into Universal Facts 
 

 

 

One-day conference on the occasion of the Erasmus Prize 2005 for  

Simon Schaffer and Steven Shapin 
 

 

17 November 2005 
 

Venue: Het Trippenhuis KNAW, Kloveniersburgwal 29, Amsterdam 
 

 

Organizers: Praemium Erasmianum Foundation, Huizinga Institute and WTMC 

 

 

The conference highlights the process of  ‘universalizing’ knowledge. Studies in history 

of science have extensively shown that the production of knowledge is context-bound and 

thus a ‘local’ affair. Less attention, however, has been paid to the work involved in 

transforming a local claim into a ‘universal truth’. How can we systematize, both 

historically and sociologically, these processes of transformation and the involvement of 

standards, instruments, samples, skills and ways of testing? How can research into the 

circulation of knowledge, a theme of increasing significance within the History of 

Science, contribute to it? And what have scholars working in the fields of Science and 

Technology Studies and History of Science to offer to a society that, at the very same 

time, needs to come to terms with the provisional nature of scientific knowledge.  

 

The conference also focuses on the study of the increasingly predominant attempts to 

make science deal with topics that have traditionally been considered rather vague, 

ambiguous and hard to classify. Such topics are the ‘objectification’ of smell (and indices 

for the nuisance of stench), of sound (and noise nuisance), and of taste. For a long time, 

such ‘secondary qualities’ have been regarded unfit for scientific research. Academic 

trends as well as the societal desire to deal with the public problems related to stench and 

noise, and to sell and ‘brand’ the taste and other sensorial qualities of products, have 

changed this situation. Such changes have often been criticized as the ‘colonization’ of 

the life world. Are historians and sociologists of science able to produce alternative 

interpretations?   

 

 



Preliminary Programme 

 

9.30 Coffee 

 

10.00 Opening and Welcome 

10.10  Lissa Roberts (Scientific Instruments) [to be confirmed] 

10.20  Comments: 

10.30  Discussion 

 

11.00  Gemma Blok (Psychiatry)  

11.10  Comments: 

11.20  Discussion 

 

11.50 Coffee break 

 

12.10 Simon Schaffer (…) 

12.20  Comments 

12.30  Discussion 

 

13.00-14.00 Lunch 

 

14.00 Klaas van Berkel (…) 

14.10 Comments: 

14.20 Discussion 

 

14.50 Karin Bijsterveld: 'Sounds from the Sky: Seeking for the Golden Standard of 

Indicating Aircraft Noise' 

15.00 Comments: 

15.10 Discussion 

 

15.40 Tea break 

 

 

16.00 Steven Shapin (…) 

16.10 Comments: 

16.20 Discussion 

 

16.50 Concluding Remarks 

 

17.00 Drinks reception 

 

Moderator: Gerard de Vries 

 

 


